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Published to promote voluntary compliance of pharmacy and drug law.

New Members Appointed to the Board

of Pharmacy

In June, Governor Ted Strickland announced the appointment
of two new pharmacist members and a new public member to the
Ohio State Board of Pharmacy. Deborah A. Lange, RPh, West
Chester; Donald M. Casar, RPh, Hilliard; and Barton G. Kaderly,
West Jefferson, were appointed to replace James Turner, RPh; Kevin
Mitchell, RPh; and Dorothy Teater. Congratulations go out to our
three new members on their appointments and thanks to Jim, Kevin,
and Dorothy for their service to the people of Ohio.

Pharmacist License Renewal Time is at Hand

Pharmacist renewal notices were mailed out in July to all phar-
macists licensed with the Board who are eligible for renewal. If you
do not receive your renewal notice by the middle of August, you
need to check with the Board offce to nd out what you need to do
to renew your license. If your license is not renewed by September
15, 2008, you may not continue to practice as a pharmacist in Ohio
until you do get it renewed.

The process for renewal is changing this year. We are fnally
able to do online renewal and that is the method we will expect the
majority of pharmacists to utilize. Instructions for renewing your
identifcation card online were included with the renewal notices.
Please follow the instructions carefully and you should have no
problems. If you do run into problems or have concerns, please call
the Board offce. If you do not have access or cannot renew onling,
you will need to contact the Board offce in writing (fax or e-mail
are also accepted) and request a paper renewal form. Unless we
hear from you, we will expect you to renew online.

There are several advantages to both pharmacists and the Board
when the online renewal is utilized. You must use a credit card to
renew, so you will have proof that payment was made. It should
take less time than the paper forms did, and there will be no delays
in the Board receiving the renewal due to the postal service. The
advantages to the Board will come in reduced personnel time to
sort through all that paper, less Fling time and problems, and much
faster reporting and license printing.

Again, you need to renew your license by September 15, 2008,
if you plan to continue practicing pharmacy in Ohio after that date.
If you do not wish to renew your license, please notify the Board
immediately.

Optometrists and Controlled Substances

The Ohio State Board of Optometry rule that deals with optom-
etrists’ prescribing of controlled substances for pain was due to go
before the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR) on
July 14. At the time of this writing, it appeared that there would be
no problems with fnal approval of the rule by JCARR. Ten days
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after a rule leaves the jurisdiction of JCARR, it may be made ef-
fective. Therefore, unless something unexpected happened between
the time this article was written and the time it is being read in early
August, the rule should be in effect. After the rule is in effect, the
optometrists will still have to register with Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA) before they may begin prescribing Schedule 111
controlled substances for pain. Please make sure the optometrists
have a valid DEA number before you fll any controlled substance
prescriptions written by them. It is not clear at this time just how
many of the optometrists will actually get a DEA number. Many
of them currently see no need in their practice settings to issue
prescriptions for Schedule 111 substances. Therefore, pharmacists
should not expect all optometrists to have a DEA number.

Those who do register with DEA will be able to prescribe only
products containing no more than 60 mg of codeine combined with
another product (eg, Tylenol® #4) or products containing no more
than 7.5 mg of hydrocodone combined with another product (eg,
Vicodin® ES). Please note the limit on the hydrocodone products.
Optometrists will not be able to prescribe any product containing
10 mg of hydrocodone. If that happens, the pharmacist should frst
contact the optometrist and, if that does not resolve the issue, then
contact either the Optometry Board or the Board of Pharmacy.

In addition to the limitation on the products, there is also a limita-
tion on the amount of Schedule 111 products that may be prescribed.
According to the proposed rule, optometrists will only be able to
prescribe a four-day quantity of Schedule 111 pain medications one
time for a given patient problem. If the pain persists beyond that
four-day period, it will be necessary for the optometrist to refer the
patient to a physician for additional treatment.

Finally, the rule clearly specifes that the only Schedule Il1
substances that may be prescribed by an optometrist are those that
have an indication for the treatment of pain in the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA)-approved package insert. That means that
pharmacists should not see any prescriptions for cough syrups
with codeine or hydrocodone unless they happen to also bear the
indication for pain.

Please note that optometrists are in a unique position when
compared to other prescribers in Ohio. Optometrists may only
write for a few Schedule I11 controlled substances. They will not
be allowed to write for controlled substances in any other schedule
(ie, no Schedule 11, Schedule 1V, or Schedule V products).

If you have any questions about optometrist prescribing, please
call the Optometry Board (614/466-5115) or the Board of Pharmacy
(614/466-4143). Either offce will probably be able to answer your
questions.

The wording of the proposed (and presumably fnal) rule is as
follows:
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4725-16-03 Prescribing controlled substances

A licensed optometrist, who holds a therapeutic pharma-

ceutical agents certifcate is authorized to employ, apply,

administer and prescribe schedule I11 controlled substances
that are determined to be appropriate for use in the practice
of optometry pursuant to the following:

(A) A licensed optometrist who holds a therapeutic pharma-
ceutical agents certifcate may prescribe the following
controlled substances contained in section 3719.41 of the
Revised Code within the schedule 111 narcotics — narcotic
preparations category:

(1) A preparation used for the treatment of pain that con-
tains not more than 60 mg of codeine per dosage unit
and also contains other active nonnarcotic ingredients
(e.g. acetaminophen or aspirin) in a recognized thera-
peutic amount.

(2) A preparation used for the treatment of pain that
contains not more than 7.5 mg of hydrocodone per
dosage unit and also contains other active nonnarcotic
ingredients (e.g. acetaminophen, aspirin, ibuprofen)
in a recognized therapeutic amount.

(B) The total quantity prescribed shall not exceed a single
four-day supply of schedule I11 controlled substances per
episode of illness, injury and/or treatment.

(C) Controlled substances may only be prescribed by an op-
tometrist if the product’s FDA approved labeling contains
an indication for pain.

The failure to comply with all or part of this rule constitutes a vio-

lation of section 4725.19(B)(3), 4725.19(B)(9) and/or 4725.19(B)
(13) of the Revised Code.

Physician Assistant Prescribing

Physician assistant (PA) prescribing is in full swing. The
State Medical Board of Ohio has fnalized the rules needed to
implement the process, including the formulary. Information on
licensing of PAs is available on the Medical Board’s Web site at
www.med.ohio.gov, and you may also check the certifcate to pre-
scribe (CTP) licensure status of the PA there. Remember that PAs
may not prescribe any Schedule I1 controlled substances, even if
they do have a DEA number. They also may not prescribe controlled
substances for weight control (eg, phentermine) or chemotherapeu-
tic agents. Just as the advanced practice nurses (APN), PAs must
include their CTP number on all prescriptions they issue.

Also like the APNs, PAs are the prescribers, not their collaborat-
ing physicians. If there is a problem with a PA prescription, please

deal with the PA. The collaborating physician does not have to
countersign the prescription and, in fact, may not know anything
about it if you call. If it is a controlled substance prescription, the
DEA number associated with the prescription in your computer
records needs to be the DEA number of the PA, not the DEA number
of the physician.

If you have any questions about PA prescribing, you may call
the Medical Board (614/466-3934) or, if you wish, the Board of
Pharmacy (614/466-4143). Overall, we hope the process continues
to go as smoothly as the APN prescribing did.

Disciplinary Actions

Anyone having a question regarding the license status of a par-
ticular prescriber, nurse, pharmacist, pharmacy intern, or dangerous
drug distributor in Ohio should contact the appropriate licensing
board. The Web sites listed below may include disciplinary actions
for their respective licensees.

State Dental Board — 614/466-2580, www.dental.ohio.gov

State Medical Board — 614/466-3934, www.med.ohio.gov

State Nursing Board — 614/466-3947, www.nursing.ohio.gov

State Optometry Board — 614/466-5115,

www.optometry.ohio.gov

State Pharmacy Board — 614/466-4143,

www.pharmacy.ohio.gov

State Veterinary Medical Board — 614/644-5281,

www.ovmlb.ohio.gov

Drug Enforcement Administration — 800/230-6844,

www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov
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