E-NEWS UPDATE
OHIO OPIOID TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGE
Ohio Invites the World to Join in Finding Scientific Breakthroughs to Curb Drug Abuse and Addiction
Ohio is looking for new ideas to be brought to the fight against drug abuse and addiction through today’s launch of
the Ohio Opioid Technology Challenge. This global challenge is seeking new approaches and technology solutions
whether they be from regular citizens or researchers and scientists.
The Ohio Opioid Technology Challenge will leverage $8 million of a $20 million commitment to advance new ideas in
the battle against drug abuse and addiction. The Challenge is a multi-phase, multi-million-dollar prize competition
with escalating prize amounts associated with progressive levels of solution development.
The first stage is the idea generation phase, which will collect ideas from technical and non-technical audiences
including caregivers, service providers, researchers, citizens, entrepreneurs and anyone impacted by the crisis. Up to
five ideas from the idea generation phase with the highest likelihood of leading to a solution will be selected for a
cash award of $10,000 each. In addition, runners-up will be entered in a drawing to win $500 prizes; 20 will be
awarded to citizens and 20 to technical professionals and experts.
The second stage is the challenge phase, using expertise of the worldwide business and innovation community to
advance technical solutions in the areas of prevention, treatment, and overdose avoidance and response.
The final stage is the product phase, enabling winners of the Challenge to further develop their technology for market
entry.
Responses for the idea phase of the Ohio Opioid Technology Challenge should be submitted at
www.OpioidTechChallenge.com and are due by December 15, 2017 at 5 p.m. US EST.
Winners will be announced in late January 2018, and the second phase of the program, the challenge phase, will
launch in February 2018.
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